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Revisiting the Generally Accepted Recordkeeping Principles “The Principles” 

Based on your review of ARMAs resources, reflect on the Principles and discuss how 

your professional project or other organization would compare when assessed again the 

maturity model.  

 

I must confess that I love the GARP Principles! I just used them in a presentation for 284, so my joy at 

getting to reference them is fresh. The Principles are just so practical! I think they could be applied to a 

variety of disciplines, not just archives, which makes their relevance that much stronger.  

They certainly can be applied to my professional project, since processing an archival collection requires 

most of the Principles as common practice in one form or another, sometimes manifesting themselves 

in the form of record lifecycle steps or best practices. Some of the principles serve similar purposes, or 

directly relate to each other and are therefore dependent upon the other when utilized for processing a 

collection. 

Accountability and integrity are definitely features of my processing project, and the two are entwined 

to both account for the collection and retain integrity through a documented chain of custody. The 

collection is accompanied by an accession form that lists the name and contact information for the 

donor, as well as the name of the registrar or library employee who took possession of the collection at 

the time of accessioning. The name of the donor is also listed in the finding aid, which retains this chain 

of custody type of accountability and integrity for the collection.  

Protection, availability, and transparency are also combined when applied to processing collections 

where I’m interning. The Maine Historical Society has specific protocols for access and permission for 

usage. These protocols serve to protect the interests of the parties mentioned in the collection as well 

as the MHS’s rights as owners of the materials. If a collection is deemed to hold sensitive information 

that could be damaging to a person’s or corporate entity’s reputation then access restrictions would be 

imposed.  

And of course, retention and disposition fall under the record lifecycle. Even after a collection has been 

accessioned, some materials in the collection could be deemed not relevant to the collection and would 

be subject to disposition protocols. Also, there are situations in which the library and museum may 

choose to de-accession items in the holdings, but that is out of my wheelhouse as an intern.  

I’d say my professional projects measure pretty well according to the Principles’ maturity model – 

procedures and protocols are in place to control the risks associated with the principles.  

 

 


